Safe Work Practice 


Hazardous Materials


Transporting Flammable Liquids

	Gasoline and other highly flammable liquids must not be carried in the passenger compartment of a vehicle.


	Gasoline and other highly flammable liquids must be transported and stored in approved containers bearing the CSA or ULC label.


	Ensure that the containers are not damaged and that caps or fittings are properly secured after filling.


	Flammable liquids must be transported in an upright position, braced or otherwise secured to prevent overturning.


	When transporting gasoline or other flammable liquids in a van, place the containers in the rear of the van with adequate ventilation. Remove the containers from the van immediately upon arrival at the destination.


	Provide a 5BC fire extinguisher in the driver's compartment when gasoline or other flammable liquids are transported in a van.


	Do not use gasoline as a cleaner.


	Gasoline engines should be shut off and allowed to cool before refuelling.



Propane

	Unless designed for horizontal use, propane cylinders must be kept in an upright position.


	Propane cylinders must be stored in a well-ventilated area away from heat sources, outdoors and above grade.


	Only approved hoses and fittings must be used to connect a cylinder to tools and equipment.


	When not in use, propane cylinders and hose-connected devices must not be left in trenches or other low-lying areas. Propane is heavier than air and can settle in dangerous concentrations at the bottom of trenches, manholes, vaults, basements, sumps and other below-grade areas.


	Never look for leaks in a propane cylinder or hose with a flame. Use soapy water.



Oxygen & Acetylene

	Leather gauntlet gloves and goggles with No. 4 or 5 lens shade must be worn by workers using an oxyacetylene cutting torch. No.4 or 5 lenses do not remove arc-welding rays.


	Oxygen and acetylene cylinders must be secured in an upright position at all times during storage, use and transportation.


	Cylinders should be stored in a well-ventilated area, outside with overhead protection from the weather.


	Protective caps must be in place when the cylinders are not in use or when they are being moved.


	Type BC fire extinguishers must be available whenever oxyacetylene cutting is being done.


	Cylinders must not be placed where they may become part of an electric circuit or be inadvertently struck by a welding rod.


	Cylinders must be hoisted in properly rigged racks or baskets to keep them secure and upright.


	Workers using oxyacetylene must not carry butane lighters.


	Oxygen or acetylene torches must not be used to blow dust from work surfaces, clothing or skin.


	Do not move cylinders without first closing the valves.


	Do not use regulators, hoses or torches unless they are working properly.


	Use only a spark lighter to ignite torches. Never use matches or a cigarette lighter.


	A leaking gas cylinder must be shut off and removed to an outdoor location away from ignition sources and marked to be readily identifiable. The supplier should be notified about the defective cylinder.



	Keep acetylene cylinders away from heat source. The surrounding temperature must be kept below 54 C (130 F).


	Empty cylinders must be stored separately from full cylinders. Store acetylene cylinders separately from oxygen cylinders.


	Cylinders must not be placed where materials or equipment can strike, fall on or knock them over.


	Supply hoses must be protected from traffic.


