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1.0 Purpose
This procedure establishes the procedure of temporarily removing guardrails for the purpose of receiving material during building construction. It has been developed to meet the requirements of section 26.3(3) in O. Reg. 213/91 regarding temporary guardrail removal and posting of signs.
2.0 Scope
This procedure applies to the temporary removal of guardrails at the perimeter of a building when receiving material.
3.0 Responsibilities
Employer:  Responsible for allocating the necessary resources, ensuring that the procedure is implemented on all sites, and reviewing the procedure annually in consultation with the H&S Coordinator.
Site Supervisor:  Responsible for implementing the procedure on their site, ensuring workers are trained, monitoring compliance, ensuring all resources are available in order to fulfill the requirements of the procedure, and if necessary, participating in the review of the procedure.
Worker:  Responsible for complying with the procedure, advising the supervisor of hazards and/or non-compliance with the procedure, and making recommendations to improve the procedure.
H&S Coordinator:  Responsible for monitoring compliance with the procedure, reporting findings to the employer, and reviewing the procedure annually in consultation with site supervisors, workers, and members of the JHSC.
4.0  Definitions
None.





5.0  General Rules
5.1  Use a travel restraint system before removing the guardrails, during the receiving of material, and until the guardrails are replaced and secure.
6.0  Procedure
6.1  Remove snow, ice, or water from the area to be cordoned off.
6.2  Cordon off the area where guardrails will be removed using rope, chain or yellow caution tape.
6.3  Attach rope, chain or tape to the top of the perimeter guardrails, approximately 6 ft. from where guardrails will be removed. Then attach to the first section of columns inside the building. This cordoned-off area must extend a minimum of 8 ft. from the edge. It there are no columns, use 4ft.-high rubber cones.
6.4  Set-up DANGER signs outside the cordoned-off area. The signs must read: "Danger Due to Fall Hazard".
6.5  Verbally warn workers in the vicinity about the upcoming work.
6.6  Workers inside the cordoned-off area must wear and use a travel restraint system at all times. Workers must be trained on set-up and use of a travel restraint system.
6.7  Anchor points must be pre-selected by the site supervisor or competent person.
6.8  Before the lift, ask the crane operator whether or not it is safe to lift the material.
6.9  Secure area below the hoist operations.
6.10  Remove guardrails at the perimeter.
6.11  Handle equipment carefully to prevent them from falling over the edge. Place the removed guardrail sections in a secure location.
6.12  Before hoisting material, confirm that radio transmission between the crane operator and the signaller are operating properly. If hand signals are used, both parties must be trained in hoisting hand signals.
6.13  Confirm with crane operator weight of load being lifted and building slab capacity.
6.14  Stand clear of material while it is being lowered.
6.15  Move hoisted material into the building. Where possible, use mechanical lifting devices. Otherwise, use proper lifting techniques.
6.16  Replace guardrails immediately after all material is received. Workers must continue to wear travel restraint systems until guardrails are properly secured.
6.17  Remove rope, chain or tape and DANGER signs. Discard tape immediately after dismantling and return danger sign to the storage area.





7.0 Training
7.1  Workers using travel restraint equipment must have completed an MOL-approved working at heights training course and been given adequate oral and written instructions, including the manufacturer's instructions on set-up, use, care, and storage of the equipment.
7.2  The competent worker who has been designated as a signaller to the crane operator must be trained in hoisting and rigging. Both parties must be trained in hoisting hand signals.
8.0  Appendix
None.


