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Personal Protective Equipment


It is [Company Name]’s policy to use engineering, administration, or behavioural controls as a first level of control of all hazards on a project. These provide controls “at the source” or “along the path”. The last option will be personal protective equipment (PPE), which provides controls “at the worker”. 

However, on construction projects, PPE can be of vital importance. Many hazards on construction projects may require the use of PPE to limit exposure. In many cases, PPE is to be used as a backup system to controls that limit exposure at the source, rather than at the worker.

[Company Name] will endeavour to ensure that consideration is given to engineering and administrative controls, as well as the use of proper PPE on each project. Furthermore, project personnel will ensure that all controls, including PPE, are properly used.

In order to ensure that workers are protected from hazards where possible, it is policy that all personnel on an [Company Name] project wear the appropriate PPE required by the construction regulations at all times. This regularly includes the following equipment that meets or exceeds current CSA standards: head protection, foot protection, eye protection, hearing protection, fall arrest protection, and other applicable equipment (where appropriate).


Applicable Legislation

Occupational Health and Safety Act
Construction Projects regulation (O Reg. 213/91)


Personal Protective Equipment Responsibilities

Employer

	Ensure safety kits and all required PPE is provided for all workers.


	Ensure supplies are replenished as required.



Supervisor

	Ensure PPE is worn as prescribed by all workers and whenever necessary.


	Ensure PPE is used properly as prescribed and whenever necessary by all workers on a project.


	Ensure PPE is stored, cleaned, and maintained properly.


	Familiarize project personnel with all hazards to which they may not be aware.


	Review PPE compliance problems and requirements in safety meetings with all workers.


Worker

	Participate in PPE training when applicable (respirators, hearing, fall protection, etc).


	Be informed and aware of all hazards and potential hazards on a project.


	Bring all hazards to the attention of the health and safety representative, project supervisor, and other workers on the project.


	Never remove or make ineffective any protective device required by the regulations or by the employer.



Personal Protective Equipment Procedures

	New workers to a project are given orientation by the project supervisor or health and safety representative. That includes the care and use of PPE as well as any specialized training.


	The project supervisor and all project personnel will ensure that CSA-approved PPE head and foot protection are worn at all times at a project.


	All project personnel are to identify any hazards occurring from project activities or materials.


	The employer will ensure safety kits, supply refills, and all required PPE is provided for all workers.


	The project supervisor is to arrange for testing of any potentially hazardous environment (see confined space policy).


	The project supervisor is to clearly state that failure to comply with the PPE requirements in the OHSA and construction regulations will result in disciplinary actions.


