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GREATEST NEED

Health hazards in the workplace can lead to
serious diseases that result in lifelong impairment
(e.g., noise-induced hearing loss) or death (e.g.,
mesothelioma or lung cancer). Many of these
health hazards are found in workplaces throughout
Ontario but, for the most part, the diseases
associated with these hazards do not develop until
many years later.
Occupational Disease Fatalities vs.
Traumatic Fatalities (2008–2017)
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Fatal Occupational Diseases
Because occupational diseases are slow to
develop and the direct link to a workplace
hazard is more tenuous, there seems to be
less concern about occupational disease
fatalities than there is about deaths caused
by traumatic incidents such as falls. However,
in many of IHSA’s industries, deaths from
occupational diseases far outnumber those
from traumatic events.
A total of 515 workers employed by IHSA
member firms died from occupational
diseases between 2008 and 2017. Most of
those fatalities (82%) were in construction
rate groups from diseases such as
mesothelioma, lung cancer, and asbestosis,
which are caused by exposure to asbestos.
Exposure to asbestos continues to occur
today despite the stringent regulations put in
place to protect workers. In many cases, there
is a need for greater awareness about the
types of building materials that pose a hazard
and what could happen if proper controls are
not put in place.

KNOW?
IHSA has a comprehensive
Occupational Health section on
our website with resources on
dealing with biological, chemical,
and physical health hazards.
ihsa.ca/Occupational_
Health.aspx

IHSA has a series of
Occupational Health
Risk brochures for 16
of our trades. They
list possible hazards
and prevention
information as well as
diagnostic criteria for
physicians to facilitate,
early detection and
diagnosis.
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Occupational Disease Fatalities in IHSA Rate
Groups (2008–2017)
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Non-Fatal Occupational Diseases
Exposure to certain hazards can cause a variety of non-fatal
occupational diseases, which can severely impact a worker’s
quality of life. In some cases, symptoms can be reduced or
reversed. But too often they become something people have to
live with for the rest of their lives. The most important thing to
know is that they are all preventable.
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Noise-induced Hearing Loss
For many years, exposure to excessive noise has led to a large
number of claims for noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL). NIHL
is by far the most common and fastest-growing occupational
disease for workers in IHSA rate groups. Working with power
tools and working around loud equipment are common
sources of noise that can cause this permanent and debilitating
impairment.
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WHMIS 2015
By 2018, Canadian companies were expected to transition
to the new Globally Harmonized System (GHS) of classifying
hazardous chemicals. This new Workplace Hazardous Materials
Information System (WHMIS) is known as WHMIS 2015. In
anticipation of this, IHSA developed both classroom and online
versions of our WHMIS 2015 course.

IHSA offers the following e-learning programs
to help prevent occupational disease hazards:
Over 900
pageviews in
2018

Over 500
pageviews in 2018

Basics of Hearing
Protection for
Employers, JHSCs,
and HSRs

Basics of
Hearing
Protection for
Workers

Over 900
pageviews in
2018

Over 7,000
pageviews in
2018

WHMIS
2015

Basics of
Asbestos
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IHSA offers a WHMIS 2015 Poster
(P003) to help remind workers
about the new pictograms and
hazard classes for WHMIS 2015. In
2018, we also worked with Ottawa
Public Health to develop a Quit
Smoking Poster (P054).

visit
To learn more,
or call
smokershelpline.ca
1-877-513-5333
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Non-Fatal Claims in Electrical &
Utilities (2008 to 2017)
Diseases
Noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL)
Toxic effects
Signs and symptoms
Dermatitis
Hand-arm vibration syndrome
Allergic reaction
Heat exhaustion
Other respiratory diseases
Pleural plaques
Other nervous/sense organ diseases
Other
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Diseases
Noise-Induced Hearing Loss (NIHL)
Signs and Symptoms
Hand-Arm Vibration Syndrome
Toxic effects
Dermatitis
Heat exhaustion
Pleural plaques
Allergic reaction
Asbestosis
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disorder (COPD)
Other
Total
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Non-Fatal Claims in Construction
Rate Groups (2008 to 2017)

Diseases
Noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL)
Signs and symptoms
Toxic effects
Dermatitis
Heat exhaustion
Allergic reaction
Other respiratory diseases
Other nervous/sense organ diseases
Asthma
Other skin and tissue diseases
Other
Total
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Non-Fatal Claims in Transportation
Rate Groups (2008 to 2017)

Health and Impairment Issues
In 2018, IHSA also developed resources to address
various health and impairment issues in the
workplace. Our IHSA.ca Magazine featured articles
on cannabis use, quitting smoking, and exposure to
hazardous substances. Also, new safety talks were
developed on:
• Impairment at the workplace
• Radon gas
• Naturally occurring radioactive material
• Synthetic amorphous silica insulation
• Silica – Installing and finishing drywall.

