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Dump trucks—
workers in vicinity

Explain dangers
Dump trucks have tipped over when their boxes were 
lifted, causing death and injury to drivers and nearby 
workers. Dump trucks with their boxes raised have 
come into contact with overhead wires and powerlines, 
causing electrocutions. Workers have been struck by 
dump trucks that were moving around or backing up 
on a site. Workers have also been crushed beneath the 
load of dump trucks during dumping and between pinch 
points, including the tires, dump box, and rear gate.

Identify controls
•	 Wear high-visibility clothing when working around 

moving vehicles such as dump trucks. Make sure it 
is in good condition and can be seen from all sides. 

•	 When approaching a dump truck, make eye contact 
with the driver to make them aware of your presence. 
Wave your hand to get their attention and wait for 
a wave back to ensure the driver has seen you. 

•	 When a truck is dumping, stay out of the danger 
area. In this way, you will be safe if the truck tips 
over. A barricade can help keep workers, including 
the driver, out of the danger area. 

•	 If you are the driver, remember these controls:

	– Make sure to lower the dump box, engage the 
brakes, position wheel chocks in the appropriate 
locations, and avoid placing yourself between the 
tires and/or axles when you exit the vehicle.

	– Make sure your trailer is fully lowered before 
travelling through the jobsite. Do not set your 
vehicle into motion while the trailer is still elevated 
above its lowest position (when empty) at any 
time. Set in motion to spread the load. 

•	 Remember that only the signaller should be at the 
side or the rear of the dump truck during operation 
and dumping. The signaller should be close 

enough to give adequate directions to the driver, 
yet far enough away to avoid injury if the truck 
tips over or the load spills out. The signaller should 
check with the driver about the hand signals they 
will use. 

•	 Watch for overhead wires. Use a signaller to  
warn drivers if any part of their equipment or 
load approaches the minimum safe distance 
to powerlines specified in the Regulation for 
Construction Projects (O. Reg. 213/91, s. 188). 

In case of accidental contact with a powerline: 

•	 Never touch equipment and the ground at the 
same time. 

•	 Call the local utility to shut off power. 

•	 If possible, break contact by driving the equipment 
clear of the powerline. Otherwise do not leave the 
equipment until the utility shuts down the power 
or unless a fire hazard forces you to jump clear. 

•	 Keep everyone away from any equipment in contact 
with a powerline. 

•	 Beware of time relays. Even after breakers are 
tripped by line damage, relays may be triggered 
to restore power.

Demonstrate
Deliver this talk where truck operations are visible at 
a safe distance. Show your crew where the blind spots 
are located on a dump truck and the danger area for 
dump truck tip-overs. Share the results from any risk 
assessments that you used to identify hazards related to 
dumping a load, reversing, troubleshooting mechanical 
issues, working around powerlines, etc. 

At mining workplaces, set up, maintain, and train 
workers on a program of instruction about the safety 
regulations and procedures at the mine. Post them in 
a visible place. 


