Sharing the road means
sharing responsibility
All drivers have a role to play in
not only their own safety but also
the safety of those around them.
As a driver, you are responsible for yourself and
any passengers. You also have a responsibility
to understand the point of view of other drivers.
Having the right attitude is one of the most
important aspects of being a careful driver.
When you drive a commercial vehicle, you are
responsible not only for operating the vehicle
safely but also for protecting the reputation of
your employer. Driving a commercial vehicle is
something like driving a mobile billboard in that
everyone can see who you work for. If you make
a huge driving mistake, break a traffic law, or
display a bad attitude, you could damage the
company’s reputation.
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Know the rules and the penalties
There are many laws governing drivers and driving in
Ontario, and there are penalties for breaking any of them.
You may be fined, lose your driver’s licence, or even be
given a jail sentence. If you are caught driving while your
licence is suspended, your vehicle may be impounded.
And if you break any of those laws when you are driving a
commercial vehicle, you may lose your job.

Sharing the road is an act of co-operation
Drivers of commercial trucks, cars, or delivery vans need
to work together to keep the traffic flowing and everyone
safe. That requires a certain amount of predictability.
You need to drive in a way that allows other drivers to
predict what you are going to do. Use the correct signals
and change lanes safely and only when it is necessary. If a
driver makes a sudden and unexpected manoeuvre, those
around them may be startled and react dangerously.

Be aware of the traffic all around you
You need to be aware of the traffic all around you—in all
directions. It is also important to scan far enough ahead to
be aware of possible hazards. Don’t let your mind wander
when you are driving on a familiar road and assume that
every other driver will do what you expect.
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Help traffic move smoothly

How IHSA can help

Managing the space around your vehicle lets you see
and be seen. It gives you time and space to avoid a
collision. Leave a cushion of space ahead, behind, and
to both sides. The larger the space between you and
other vehicles, the more time you will have to think in an
emergency.

To prevent motor-vehicle incidents (MVIs), drivers must
be able to recognize hazardous situations, anticipate
problems before they happen, and react quickly to avoid
them. IHSA offers defensive driving and distracted driving
training courses targeted to specific audiences and available in different formats:

Adjust your speed or change lanes to allow a vehicle to
merge safely into traffic near you. Don’t block drivers.
It can lead to road rage or even a collision. When your
emotions get the better of you, you make bad decisions.
Letting the other driver merge helps keep you and all the
other traffic moving smoothly and safely. That’s a smart
practice for a professional driver.

Employers need to do their part
Careless driving should be on the mind of any employer
who has people driving for their organization. When an
employee has a traffic incident, their company is faced
with liability risks and legal expenses, not to mention
lost time, lower productivity, and higher insurance and
workers’ compensation rates.
Employers should constantly remind their drivers how
the rules of the road, common safe practices, and rational
decisions contribute to safe and responsible driving.

•
•
•
•
•

Defensive driving—Commercial
Defensive driving—Class G driver
Distracted driving
Distracted driving (eLearning)
Preventing work-related motor vehicle incidents
(eLearning)

IHSA also has over 130 Safety Talks, which are quick
overviews of various hazards that supervisors or owners
can give to workers who encounter those hazards during
the course of their work. You can find the following
driving-related safety talks on IHSA’s website:
•
•
•

Work-related driving
Defensive driving—Highway traffic
Mobile devices while driving

Go to ihsa.ca/resources/safetytalks
IHSA has recently launched a new web section called
Road Safety Solutions, which is designed to help
employers understand their obligations when it comes
to road safety, and learn how to implement effective and
practical strategies to prevent MVIs.
Visit ihsa.ca/roadsafetysolutions to learn more.
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