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May 2025
Monthly Statistics
Reporting Month Fatalities [ Critical Injuries Total
Mar. 1 — Mar. 31, 2025 1 28 29
Mar. 1 — Mar. 31, 2024 2 36 38

Fatality & Critical Injury Year-to-Date Overview — Construction

Reporting Months Fatalities | Critical Injuries Total
Jan. 1 - Mar. 31, 2025 5 71 76
Jan. 1 —Mar. 31, 2024 3 83 86

Helping you achieve compliance on construction projects and window cleaning operations

General requirements Access to and egress from awork area  Excavations
Fall protection and roofing Equipment Electrical hazards Hygiene Forms, formwork, falsework, and
re-shoring

Housekeeping, fire protection, public way protection, traffic control, and hot tar or bitumen tankers or kettles

Asbestos on construction projects Diving operations Window cleaning operations

Workplace Hazard Alerts | Ontario.ca

Disclaimer: This information has been prepared to assist workplace parties in understanding their
rights and duties under the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA) and its regulations. This
information does not constitute legal advice. To determine your rights and duties under the
OHSA, please contact your legal counsel or refer to the legislation.
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Section 1 - Senior Manager's Comment

March 2025 has once again highlighted a concerning trend: non-task related critical injuries (18) have
outnumbered those related to job-specific tasks (10). These non-task related injuries include incidents such as
tripping over a curb, slipping on a same-level surface, missteps resulting in the loss of footing, and injuries
sustained while using or storing personal tools.

From a root cause perspective and based on the brief descriptions of the events leading up to these critical
injuries, it appears that a lack of concentration or complacency may be significant contributing factors. These
types of injuries are preventable, and the recurring nature of such incidents suggests that workers may be
becoming too comfortable or inattentive in their environments.

Additionally, there were two more critical injuries resulting from workers being struck by vehicles and having
their feet run over. While there are likely multiple contributing factors to these incidents, they serve as stark
examples of the dangers of complacency. When workers become too familiar with their surroundings, they
may overlook potential hazards, leading to serious accidents.

It is crucial to address this issue by reinforcing the importance of constant vigilance and adherence to safety
protocols. Regular safety training, engagement amongst workplace parties, reminders to look out for yourself
and others, and creating a culture of awareness can help mitigate the risks associated with complacency and
ensure a safer working environment for everyone.

Sincerely, Francois Malette

A/Senior Manager

Construction Health and Safety Program

Occupational Health and Safety Branch

Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development
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Section 2 - What's New
May 4-10: Emergency Preparedness Week

Emergency Preparedness Week is a national event that educates communities across the province
about actions people can take to prepare for emergency situations.

Prepare your workplace for an emergency

Recent power outages due to the ice storms demonstrate the importance of emergency
preparedness.

Unlocking free trade within Canada

As a next step in its plan to protect Ontario by unleashing the province’s economy, the government is
introducing the Protect Ontario through Free Trade within Canada Act to unlock free trade and labour
mobility within Canada. This legislation will, if passed, create new opportunities for job creation and
investment attraction, supporting economic integration across Canada and cutting costly and
unnecessary red tape to help protect and grow Ontario and Canada’s economies.

Learn more

MLITSD is currently looking further into how to harmonize more with other provinces on occupational
health and safety matters.

For the latest what's new — MLITSD articles, see: \What's New!
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Section 3 - Court Bulletins

Ottawa Flooring Company Fined $100,000 After Worker Injured

Convicted: Southgate Carpets Incorporated, 1492 Startop Road, Ottawa, Ontario, a flooring
company that also performs small renovations

Location of Workplace: A construction project on a property owned by the company at 1412
York’s Corners Road, Edwards, Ontario

Description of Offence: A worker fell from the top of a wall of a building being demolished. The
company failed, as an employer, to ensure that materials and equipment were moved safely, as
required by section 37(1) of Ontario Regulation 213/91, and that the worker was protected by
appropriate scaffolding, flooring or staging while on the top of the wall, as required by section
219 of the Regulation, both contrary to section 25(1)(c) of the Occupational Health and Safety Act.

Date of Offence: September 10, 2023
Date of Conviction: December 12, 2024
Penalty Imposed:

« Following a guilty plea in the Provincial Offences Court in Ottawa, Southgate Carpets was
fined $100,000 by Justice of the Peace Karen Baum; Crown Counsel was Christine Perruzza.

Background:

o On September 10, 2023, workers were removing roof trusses from a partially demolished
house on the property.

o One worker was sitting and standing atop the walls of the house and using a crowbar to
separate the trusses from the exterior walls, then rig them to an excavator to be pulled off
the wall. During this time, the worker fell to the ground below.

o A Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development investigation found that
there was no scaffolding system, staging or flooring within 2.4 metres below the worker
when they were on the wall.
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o Southgate Carpets failed, as an employer, to ensure the trusses and excavator were moved
in a manner that did not endanger a worker, as required by section 37(1) of Ontario
Regulation 213/91, contrary to section 25(1)(c) of the Occupational Health and Safety Act.

o The company also failed, as an employer, to ensure scaffolding, flooring or staging no more
than 2.4 metres around the wall as required by section 219 of Ontario Regulation 213/91,
contrary to section 25(1)(c) of the Act.

Workplace Injury Leads to $80,000 Fine for Ottawa-based Company

Convicted: Bellai Brothers Construction Ltd., 200-440 Laurier Avenue West, Ottawa, Ontario; a
concrete contractor

Location of Workplace: 412 Sparks Street, Ottawa.

Description of Offence: A worker was injured when moving a fly form, a system used for
supporting poured concrete slabs on buildings during construction. The company failed to
ensure the fly form was stored and moved in a manner that did not endanger the worker, as
required by section 37(1) of Ontario Regulation 213/91, and contrary to section 25(1)(c) of
the Occupational Health and Safety Act.

Date of Offence: December 5, 2022
Date of Conviction: January 23, 2025
Penalty Imposed:

« Following a guilty plea in Provincial Offences Court, Ottawa, Bellai Brothers Construction
Ltd. was fined $80,000 by Justice of the Peace Mahamud EImi; Crown Counsel was Alicia
Gordon-Fagan.

o The court also imposed a 25 per cent victim fine surcharge as required by the Provincial
Offences Act. The surcharge is credited to a special provincial government fund to assist
victims of crime.

Background:
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o On the day of the incident a worker was assisting co-workers with the disassembly of two
concrete fly forms. The forms were being used in the construction of an 18-storey building.

o The worker was holding one end of a 21-foot hinged wing of the form and a co-worker held
the other end while waiting for a shore jack that was supporting the wing to be removed.

o The workers planned to hold and lower the hinged wing once the jack was removed.

» However, once the shore jack was removed, the hinged wing did not immediately drop. It
was stuck in the extended position.

o A coworker reached for a pry bar to free the wing, but as they did so, the wing swung
downward and injured the worker.

o Aninvestigation by the Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development
found that the company failed, as an employer, to ensure that the hinged fly wing was
moved in a manner that did not endanger the worker.

Court Bulletins can be found here: hitps://news.ontario.ca/en

Two similar incidents occurring close in time and in the same region raises concern about:
potential common work or industry practices?

lack of understanding of the regulatory requirements?

inadequate risk assessment?

failing to appreciate the hazards actual and/or potential hazards?

complacency?
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Section 4 - Enforcement Trends — March 2025

MLITSD Construction Inspectors conducted 2,079 field visits during the month of March 2025
resulting in 4,288 orders, which includes 437 Stop Work Orders accompanied by 658 Time Unknown
Orders.

Of the total number of field visits, Construction Inspectors responded 356 initial events, with 208
follow up visits. The breakdown of initial events is as follows:

Number of Events - by Classifcation
= Complaint - 75.6%
40 __0
0 = Injury / Incident -14.9%
30

Occ. lliness - 0.0%
Occurrence - 8.4%

= Reprisal - 1.1%

= Work Stoppage - 0.0%

m Work Refusal - 0.0%

Complaints by Sector - March 2025

Inj
2 _..-=_'_'—_-
| ]
-.;. i

uries and Incidents by Sector - March 2025 Occurences by Sector - March 2025 Reprisals by Sector - March 2025

As stated above, March 2025 was another month where the disturbing trend of non-task related
critical injuries (18) outnumber those related to a job-specific task (10), such as tripping over a curb,
slipping on a same level surface, missteps resulting in the loss of footing leading to the critical injury,
or suffering the injury while using or storing their own tools.

From a root cause perspective and based on the brief description of the events leading up to the
critical injury, a lack of concentration or complacency may be contributing factors to these preventable
injuries.

In addition, there were 2 more critical injuries because of a worker being struck by a vehicle and
having their foot run over. There are likely many contributing factors, but these are good examples
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that it is important to remain vigilant about your surroundings as someone else’s lack of concentration
or complacency may lead to your injury.

Section 5 — Critical Injuries & Fatalities
Year-to-Date Overview and Comparison - Construction Sector

Injury Type 2025 2025
March January 1 - March 31
Critical 28 71
Injury Type 2024 2024
March January 1 - March 31
Critical 36 83

NOTE: These figures represent preliminary data and are not to be considered official statistics from the Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and
Skills Development. Official statistics will be issued quarterly by the Program Analysis, Evaluation and Outcomes Unit of the Occupational Health and
Safety Branch of the Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development. Data are subject to change due to updates in the enforcement
database. Only events reported to the ministry are included here. Except for fatalities, event categories in the ministry’s data set are based on what was
assigned at the time of the initial report to the ministry. The reported event category may not represent what occurred at the workplace.

Critical Injuries — March 2025

RESS  [INST _ [RESM [INDU _|ROAD |EXCA [COMM [NECC [RAIL _ [POWP [ETTL _ [HYDR [SEWW [BRID  [TUNN [TELE  |WIND |MARE [PAVE [GAS  [MINP__[PIPE _ [CAIS  [TOTAL
Falls from Heights 1
Falls From Equipment 1 1 1
Falls from Ladders 1 1 2
Same level slips and trips 1 4 2| 1 1 1 2|

-
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Struck by equi 1 1]
Struck by material
collapse of structure

Electrical Contact 1

Excavation Collapse

Other, including multiple
factors, i.e. fall resulting

from scaffold being struck
by equi 2 1 1 1 5

 TOTAL 28

Critical Injuries - Year to Date 2025
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Falls from Heights 1
Falls From 1 1 3 1]
Falls from Ladders 2 2 4

same level slips and trips 1 3 7 5|
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Struck by equipment 1 1 1 1
Struck by material 2 3 2 1

collapse of structure
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Electrical Contact 1 1
0

Excavation Collapse 0
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Other, including multiple
factors, i.e. fall resulting

from scaffold being struck
by i 2 6 2 1 1 1 1] 14|

TOTAL 71
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Date of Municipality Sector Occupation Details Reported
Incident (As reported to Cause
MLITSD)
March 4, Etobicoke Commercial HVAC Worker suffered a Fall —
2025 Building Technician | broken leg after From
Construction falling from a Ladder
vertical fix ladder
March 4, Toronto Apartment & Labourer | Worker tripped, Fall —
2025 Other Multiple causing him to lose | Same
Housing balance, resulting Level
in a fractured ankle
March 4, Thornbury Commercial Pipefitter | Worker lost footing | Fall —
2025 Building when transferring From
Construction from a work Equipment
platform to the
ladder, resulting in
two broken wrists
March 7, Milford Single Family | Solar Panel | Worker fell from a Fall —
2025 Housing Installer ladder, resulting in | From
a broken ankle Ladder
March 7, London Institutional Concrete | Worker tripped Fall —
2025 Building Finisher while stepping Same
Construction through rebar, Level
resulting in a
broken hand
March 7, Tara Excavation Heavy Worker suffered life | Struck By
2025 Equipment | threatening injuries | — Vehicle
Operator | after being struck

by a passing
vehicle while
securing heavy
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Date of Municipality Sector Occupation Details Reported
Incident (As reported to Cause
MLITSD)
equipment on the
truck
7 | March 10, Ottawa Apartment & Carpenter | Worker suffered a Struck by -
2025 Other Multiple broken hand after Equipment
Housing striking it with his
own hammer
8 | March 11, Toronto Commercial Concrete | Worker tripped Fall —
2025 Building Finisher while walking along | Same
Construction a concrete slab, Level
resulting in a
broken hand
9 | March 11, | Richmond Hill Residential Plumber | Worker suffered a Fall —
2025 Building broken leg after From
Construction falling from a ladder | Ladder
10 | March 11, Madsen Industrial Labourer | Worker suffered a Fall —
2025 Building broken leg after Same
Construction slipping on ice Level
11 | March 11, | Fort Frances Gas Service Technician | Worker slipped and | Fall —
2025 Connection fell on ice while Same
changing out gas Level
meter
12 | March 11, Tiverton Hydroelectric Pipefitter | Worker suffered a Loss of
2025 Power Plants loss of Conscious
& Rel consciousness ness

after being struck
by a rack of pipe as
it fell over

10
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Date of Municipality Sector Occupation Details Reported
Incident (As reported to Cause
MLITSD)
13 | March 12, Ottawa Commercial Worker Worker suffered a Fall —
2025 Building broken wrist after From
Construction falling from a ladder | Ladder
14 | March 12, Ottawa Apartment & Deck Worker tripped over | Fall —
2025 Other Multiple Installer toolbox while Same
Housing carrying materials, | Level
resulting in a
broken ankle
15 | March 13, Oakville Apartment & Concrete | Worker slipped and | Fall —
2025 Other Multiple Finisher fell while pouring Same
Housing concrete, resulting | Level
in a broken ankle
16 | March 14, Windsor Industrial Worker Worker tripped over | Fall —
2025 Building a curb while Same
Construction walking from the Level
parking lot to the
site, resulting in a
broken elbow
17 | March 15, North York Industrial Power Worker lost Loss of
2025 Building Washer consciousness Conscious
Construction while power ness
washing in an
underground
garage
18 | March 15, Toronto Subway Concrete | Worker fell after Fall —
2025 Worker tripping over the Same
hose he was Level
picking up,

11
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Date of Municipality Sector Occupation Details Reported
Incident (As reported to Cause
MLITSD)
resulting in a
fractured ankle
19 | March 16, Guelph Single Family Roofer Worker suffered life | Fall —
2025 Housing threatening injuries | From
and paralysis after | Height
falling several feet
to the ground
20 | March 18, Etobicoke Commercial Plumber | Worker lost Electrical
2025 Building consciousness Contact
Construction after receiving an
electrical shock
from a dishwasher
21 | March 19, Toronto Apartment and Mason Worker suffered a | Struck by —
2025 Other Multiple broken foot after it | Vehicle
Family was run over by a
passing vehicle
22 | March 20, Fenwick Residential Drywaller | Worker fell from Fall —
2025 Building scaffold and lost From
Construction consciousness Equipment
23 | March 20, Dorchester Residential Water Worker lost Loss of
2025 Building Proofer consciousness Conscious
Construction after falling from the | ness
roof; engaging his
fall arrest harness
requiring a rescue
24 | March 21, East York Subway Labourer | Worker suffered a | Struck by -
2025 broken wrist after Equipment

falling at his

12
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Date of Municipality Sector Occupation Details Reported
Incident (As reported to Cause
MLITSD)
vehicle, contacting
the equipment he
was storing
25 | March 22, Toronto Institutional Superintend | Worker tripped over | Fall —
2025 Building ent cross bracing of a From
Construction scaffold, resulting in | Equipment
fractured leg
26 | March 24, Tiverton Hydroelectric Worker Worker suffered a Fall —
2025 Power Plants broken wrist after Same
& Rel falling while Level
ascending a
staircase
27 | March 28, Oakville Apartment & Worker Worker tripped over | Fall —
2025 Other Multiple his own feet, Same
Housing resulting in a Level
fractured foot
28 | March 28, | Chatham-Kent | Gas Service Utility Worker slipped on | Fall —
2025 Connection Worker gel product while Same
walking on the Level

grass, resulting in a
fractured ankle

13
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Fatality Summary — March 2025

Ontario

Injury Type

2025
March

2025
January 1 - March 31

Fatal

5

Injury Type

2024
March

2024
January 1 - March 31

Fatal

3

Fatalities — March 2025
[Wareh 2025 FATAs |

Total

Falls from Heights

Falls From Equipment

Falls from Ladders

Same level slips and trips

Struck by equi

Struck by material

collapse of structure

Electrical Contact 1

Excavation Collapse

ololo|rlo|o|ololololo]o]e

Other, including multiple
factors, i.e. fall resulting
from scaffold being struck
by equipment.

=)

TOTAL

Fatalities — Year to Date 2025

Total

Falls from Heights 1 1

Falls From i

Falls from Ladders

Same level slips and trips

Struck by equipment

Struck by material

collapse of structure

Electrical Contact 1

Excavation Collapse

olofo|r|o]o|e|n|oloo]o]n

Other, including multiple
factors, i.e. fall resulting
from scaffold being struck
by equi

o

TOTAL

14
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Date of Municipality Sector Occupation Details Reported
Incident (As reported to Cause
MLITSD)
Ma2r82519' Niagara Worker
Falls sustained fatal
Apartment Injuries when
his alimunum .
and Other Electrocuti
: Roofer ladder contacted
Multiple . on
. an energized
Housing . .
line while
lowering the
ladder
Febrzuoazr%/ 21, Kynoch o Worker sustained
Hvdro Technician | 3 fatal injury after | Struck by -
y (59 Yrs. Old) | being struck by Equipment
bulldozer
Febzrgggy 3 Ottawa Worker fell
Apartment and Labourer | through a floor Eall — Erom
Other Multiple opening, approx. |, .o
Housing (32 Yrs. Old) | 30ft, succumbing 9
to his injuries
January 24, . .
2095 Goderich NEC — Worker sustained
Construction Crane fatal injuries after | Struck by -
) ) Apprentice | being struck by a | Equipment
(Wind Turbine) skidsteer
Jar;lg;rg 6. Burlington Worker fell from a
roof on Dec. 31,
Single Family Roofer 2024, Fall — From
Housing (Age:20) succumbing to his | Height
injuries on Jan. 6,
2025

NOTE: Update to details in entry #2.

15
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SECTOR DESCRIPTION SHORT DESC

Asbestos Removal - Type 1 ASB1
Asbestos Removal - Type 2 ASB2
Asbestos Removal - Type 3 ASB3
Bridge Construction BRID

Cable CABL
Caisson CAIS

Cofferdam COFF
Commercial Building Construction COMM
Diving Construction DCON
Diving Environmental DENV
Diving Industrial DIND

Diving Mining DMIN
Electrical Towers & Transmission Lines ETTL

Excavation EXCA
Gas Service Connection GAS

Excavation - Grading GRAD
Hydro HYDR
Industrial Building Construction INDU

Institutional Building Construction INST

Marine Construction MARE
Mining Plant Construction MINP

Moving of a Building/Structure MOVE
NEC — Construction (NEC: not elsewhere captured) NECC
NEC - Diving (NEC: not elsewhere captured) NECD
Asphalt Paving PAVE
Pipeline PIPE

Hydroelectric Power Plants & Rel POWP
Railway RAIL

Apartment & Other Multiple Housing RESM
Single Family Housing RESS
Highway & Road Construction ROAD
Sewer/Watermain Construction SEWW
Shaft Construction SHAF
Shipbuilding & Repair SHIP

Subway SUBW
Telephone TELE

Trenching TREN
Tunnel TUNN
Well Drilling WELL
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|Window Cleaning Services |  wiNnD |
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