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MLITSD News and Events

Construction Health and Safety Program Report
The Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development (MLITSD) puts
together a report for the Provincial Labor Management Health and Safety Committee each
month with an overview of events, court bulletins, and statistics. This report is generally
available the first week of the month and is posted on the IHSA website.

Access
report

 

2024-2025 Industry compliance campaigns
From April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025, MLITSD Construction inspectors will be focusing on
falls from heights in single family residential and multi-family residential construction, as
well as struck-by material, equipment and vehicles.

 
To assist stakeholders with achieving compliance during the year-long MLITSD
campaigns, IHSA is highlighting the following resources this month:
 

IHSA's Struck-by Hazards topic page
IHSA's Slips, Trips and Falls topic page

The MLITSD also has a specialized Professional Services Compliance Plan which will be
focusing on worker exposure to chemical agents in the workplace, as well as WHMIS
training based on the amended Hazardous Products Regulations.

Learn
more

 

Legislative Updates

Consultation on the 2025 National Construction Codes

https://www.ihsa.ca/committees/labour_management.aspx
https://www.ihsa.ca/topics_hazards/struck_bys.aspx
https://www.ihsa.ca/topics_hazards/slips_trips_falls.aspx
https://www.ontario.ca/page/workplace-compliance-initiatives
http://www.ontariocanada.com:80/registry/view.do?postingId=46494&language=en
https://www.nwzaw.org/
https://www.ihsa.ca/


Ontario's Building Code is a regulation under the Building Code Act, 1992 which sets out
minimum administrative and technical requirements for new construction, renovation, and
change of use of buildings. New editions or major amendments to Ontario's Building Code
are generally released every five years to coincide with updates to the National
Construction Codes.

As part of the development process for the edition of Ontario's Building Code (i.e.,
2026/2027) that will follow the 2025 National Building Code, the Ministry will be using
National's public consultations as a primary vehicle to engage stakeholders and an
opportunity to receive industry feedback on the 2025 National Codes. National Research
Council will share comments received from Ontario with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs
and Housing.

The consultation process runs to April 29, 2024.

Learn
more

 
Ontario passes fourth Working for Workers Act

The Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development released a
statement regarding the Working for Workers Act , which received Royal Assent last
month. Changes will impact several aspects of work including employment standards,
compensation, and experience working in Canada.

Learn
more

 
Changes to how construction fatalities are reviewed part

of Enhancing Access to Justice Act
Changes are coming to how construction fatalities are dealt with in Ontario.
The Enhancing Access to Justice Act Bill 157 - Schedule 5 was passed on March 6,
2024 which amends the Coroners Act.

The update will now mean an annual review of all worker deaths in the previous calendar
year resulting from an accident occurring in the course of the worker’s employment at or in
a construction project. This includes a review of each of the deaths that occurred, a
systemic examination of all such deaths and the development of recommendations to
prevent further deaths. The Chief Coroner may assign the review of deaths to multiple
coroners and may assign them at different times of the year. The Chief Coroner may also
personally conduct a review. The Chief Coroner shall publish the reports from these
reviews on a website of the Government of Ontario in accordance with the regulations.

Learn
more

IHSA News and Events

IHSA offers tips for safe solar
eclipse April 8 2024

Since this year’s total solar eclipse will take place
during the normal workday on Monday, April 8 2024,

https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=46733&language=en
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-43/session-1/bill-149
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-43/session-1/bill-149
https://news.ontario.ca/en/statement/1004331/ontario-passes-fourth-working-for-workers-act
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/S24002#:~:text=SCHEDULE 5%0ACORONERS ACT
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/S24002#:~:text=SCHEDULE 5%0ACORONERS ACT
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/S24002


employers have a duty to inform workers who work
outside about the risks of looking at the eclipse.

Learn how to protect your workers

 

Learn more about
struck-by hazards

Struck-by Awareness Week: April
15-19 2024

IHSA is launching its first Struck by Awareness
Week, aligning with the US-based National Work
Zone Awareness Week set for April 15-19, 2024.
Employers are encouraged to join the US National
Stand Down to Prevent Struck By Incidents
initiative.

IHSA has suggested a daily schedule of tasks for
employers to undertake throughout Struck-by
Awareness Week, aiming to educate workers on the
risks associated with struck-by incidents. Download
the Free Struck-by Toolkit and participate!

 

Learn more about
FAW

Be prepared: Falls Awareness
Week May 6-10 2024
Once again in the first week of May, IHSA will join
workplaces across Ontario to promote Falls
Awareness Week (FAW).

FAW is part of a campaign to prevent falls, which is
one of the leading causes of death and critical
injuries in the construction industry.

The purpose of the campaign is to support an open
dialogue about fall hazards at work and foster a shift
in workplace culture surrounding falls.

In support of this event, IHSA has developed
resources such as safety talks, forms, checklists,
articles, advisories, and posters. These resources
can help employers develop site-specific WAH
training and educate their workers on how to protect
themselves from fall hazards.

 

Learn
more

IHSA hosts open house in Ottawa: April
19, 2024 | 9AM - 11:30AM

The Greater Ottawa Home Builder's Association
(GOHBA) is partnering with the Infrastructure Health
and Safety Association (IHSA) and the Ministry of
Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills
Development (MLITSD) to bring you health and
safety information and resources to protect your
workers. The event will take at IHSA’s Ottawa Skills

https://files.constantcontact.com/4a6df548201/4ce98631-9b05-4d79-a4fd-d7f10d5b71eb.pdf
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Struck-By-Hazard-Awareness-Week.html?soid=1110322435748&aid=hi8jJzOZPUw
https://www.nwzaw.org/
https://www.nwzaw.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/newsroom/feature/prevent-struck-by.html
https://www.ihsa.ca/IHSA/Products/Items/Struck-By-Injury-Prevention-Toolkit.aspx
https://www.ihsa.ca/Topics-Hazards/Fall-Awareness-Week.aspx
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/IHSA-Open-House-for-companies-engaged-in-Home-Building-activities-in-Ottawa-.html?soid=1110322435748&aid=pkjIt4cyGbk


Development Centre.

Featured IHSA Resources

Visit the IHSA YouTube
channel

New videos highlight IHSA member
hazards

IHSA's YouTube channel features short and
insightful videos on a variety of hazards that IHSA
members may face. The most recent videos include:

Wire rope slings: A general overview
How to use a concrete saw safely
The Ontario Silica Control Tool demo
Rigging Hardware: Synthetic slings
Commonly used rigging hardware

IHSA updates this channel regularly so don't forget
to visit often to see what's new.

 

Access safety
talks

 

New Opioid harm prevention safety
talk series

IHSA has developed a series of Opioid-Related
Safety Talks to assist in having meaningful
conversations in the workplace to raise awareness,
reduce stigma, minimize barriers to care and, to
support others who may be suffering.

Sector workplaces can do their part and work to
change the culture of the jobsite—to remove the
stigma of talking about pain management, mental
health concerns, and drug use including opioids.

We encourage you to check out the six new Safety
Talks and prepare to deliver them in your
workplaces.

 

New Mental health training:
The Working Mind for the
Trades
The Working Mind (TWM) is an evidence-
based training designed to initiate a shift in
the way you think, feel and act with respect
to mental health.

https://www.youtube.com/@ihsa-worksafeforlife/videos
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Safety-Talk-Series---Opioid-Harm-Prevention-in-the-trades.html?soid=1110322435748&aid=KTD37mSlNaU
https://www.ihsa.ca/ihsa-homepage-promo-box-1/workplacementalhealth#:~:text=New Opioid and Naloxone Resources for Employers


The first offering is scheduled for Monday,
June 24 2024.

Course will run from 8 AM to 4 PM via
ZOOM.

Pre Register Now

IHSA is partnering with the Mental Health
Commission of Canada (MHCC) to adapt
The Working Mind specifically for workers
and supervisors in the trades.

The course is led by a facilitator and
delivered live via ZOOM, using
discussions, breakout activities, videos and
polls.

Module 1: Mental Health and Stigma
Module 2: Mental Health in the Workplace
Module 3: Stress and Resilience
Module 4: Supporting your Team

 
Latest podcast episodes available
The IHSA Safety Podcast is a free
podcast that seeks to improve the lives of
workers in Ontario. The latest episodes
include:
Episode 78: Training versus
competency

Episode 79: Utility Work Protection
Code

Listen now

 

Industry News and Events

Learn
more

April 28: Day of Mourning
On April 28, 2024, Canadians will observe the
National Day of Mourning. For decades, the day has
been dedicated to remembering and honouring those
who have died, suffered an injury, or been stricken by
illness while on the job or due to their work.

In recognizing them, we reaffirm our commitment to
continually improving health and safety in workplaces
in Ontario and across the country.

The Workplace Safety and Insurance Board has
released a video to mark the day.

 

Support the families of workers
through Steps for Life

https://ihsa.formstack.com/forms/the_working_mind_for_the_trades_preregistration
https://ihsasafetypodcast.ca/
https://ihsasafetypodcast.ca/
https://www.ccohs.ca/events/mourning
https://youtu.be/uRkzlw9kN28?si=U5tR9n_cEPWKmktV


Each year across Canada, Walks take place to raise
funds for the Threads of Life organization. Walkers
take part to walk in support of families affected by life-
altering workplace injuries, illnesses, and deaths, and
help increase awareness of workplace health and
safety.

​All funds raised go to Threads of Life's family support
programs and services.

Learn about Steps for
Life

 

Learn
more

CSA Group
1. CSA is pleased to report that the Draft New

Standard, CSA Z259.20, Horizontal rigid rail
anchorage systems for fall protection is
currently at the 60-day Public Review.

2. CSA is pleased to share that the New Edition
(English) of CSA Z1004:24, Workplace
ergonomics – A management and
implementation standard, is now published
and available on the CSA Group Store.

 

CRE-MSD webinar on home office
virtual assessment

The Centre Of Research Expertise For The Prevention
Of Musculoskeletal Disorders (CRE-MSD) is hosting a
webinar called Conducting Home Office Virtual
Assessments: How it is Done and What You Need to
Know to Set Up Your Home Office Workstation on
Monday April 15

Virtual office assessments have become a common method of evaluating workstation
setup by ergonomists since the pandemic. This webinar will discuss what is required to
conduct virtual assessments as well as provide recommendations on proper workstation
setup and equipment that can be used to minimize risk for musculoskeletal disorders
(MSD) when working from a home office. 

Learn
more

 

April is Dig Safe Month
April is Dig Safe Month in Ontario . This event helps raise
awareness of safe digging practices across the province,
improves worker safety, and reduces damage to underground

https://threadsoflife.ca/
https://secure3.convio.net/thread/site/SPageNavigator/steps_for_life_landing.html
https://community.csagroup.org/news
https://community.csagroup.org/external-link.jspa?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicreview.csa.ca%2FHome%2FDetails%2F5212
https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-of-research-expertise-for-the-prevention-of-musculoskeletal-disorders/events/webinar-conducting-home-office-virtual-assessments-how-it
https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-of-research-expertise-for-the-prevention-of-musculoskeletal-disorders/events/webinar-conducting-home-office-virtual-assessments-how-it
https://www.digsafe.ca/what-is-dig-safe-month/


plant.

Spring is finally here and with it comes “digging season”. It’s
an important time to remind contractors about the
consequences of digging without knowledge of the hazards
that may lie beneath them.

Contractors and the public can contact Ontario One Call to
inquire about excavation locates.

IHSA also has a Trenching and Excavation topic page that
features helpful resources that can help contractors avoid the
hazards associated with this work.

 
Radon survey looks at Ontario

workplaces
A recent study by the Occupational Cancer Research
Centre (OCRC) took samples of the radioactive gas
in workplaces across 10 Ontario cities. Infographic
summaries of the findings, as well as resources on
testing and mitigation, are available on the OCRC
website.

The project investigated the levels of radon in a
variety of Ontario workplaces, including public
buildings and small to medium sized businesses.

View results
infographic

 
Fleet safety and transportation news

Access monthly updates, news, and events from the
Fleet Safety Council and the transportation industry
that IHSA supports.

Visit the Fleet Safety Council
website

Industry Dates
April 2024
Dig Safe Month

https://ontarioonecall.ca/
https://www.ihsa.ca/topics_hazards/trenching_excavation.aspx
https://www.occupationalcancer.ca/resources/radon-resources/?utm_source=IWH+subscribers&utm_campaign=22c716a96c-IWH_NEWS_2024_03&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-22c716a96c-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://fleetsafetycouncil.com/


April 15-19
Struck by Awareness Week

April 18-20
Truck World

April 21-24
Ontario Good Roads Association
Conference

April 28
National Day of Mourning

Watch here for a list of upcoming industry events and
dates throughout the year. Have an important date
to include? Email Ariel White with details.
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