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Safe Work Practice


Power Tools


	Before using power tools, read the manufacturer’s manual carefully to learn the tool's applications, limitations, and any potential hazards.


	Ensure power tools are electrically grounded, unless they are double insulated.


	Do not use power tools in rainy, damp, or wet locations or in the presence of explosive atmospheres (e.g., gaseous fumes, dust, or flammable materials). 


	Remove materials or debris in the work area that may be ignited by sparks.


	Keep the work area clean and adequately lit.


	Do not wear loose clothing or jewelry. 


	Wear a protective hair covering to contain long hair, which may be caught in moving parts. 


	Wear rubber gloves and insulated non-skid footwear outdoors.


	Keep fingers and gloves away from moving parts.


	Wear CSA-approved safety goggles or glasses with side shields.


	Wear hearing protection during extended use of a power tool. 


	Wear a dust mask during dusty operations. 


	Wear other personal protective equipment as prescribed or required by your employer. 


	Keep a fire extinguisher nearby.


	Keep all bystanders at a safe distance from the work area to protect themselves and the operator.


	Provide barriers or shields as necessary to protect others in the work area from sparks and debris.


	Use both hands to control the tool. Secure work with a clamp, vise, or other practical means of holding work secure. 


	Do not use a tool or attachment to do a job for which it is not recommended. 


	Do not alter a tool or remove a safety device.


	Do not defeat a guard or other safety device when installing an accessory or attachment.


	Inspect guards and other parts before use. Check for misalignment, binding of moving parts, improper mounting, broken parts, and any other condition that my affect operation. 


	Non-recommended accessories may be hazardous and shall not be used. Install and maintain accessories from the original manufacture as per tool instructions. 


	If abnormal noise or vibration occurs, the tool must be turned off immediately and the problem corrected before further use of the tool. 


	Check that all adjusting keys and wrenches are removed from the tool before the power is turned on.


	Prevent body contact with grounded surfaces such as pipes, radiators, ranges, and refrigerators. 


	When making blind or plunge cuts, always check the work area for hidden wires or pipes. 


	Hold your tool by insulated non-metal grasping surfaces. 


	Use a ground fault circuit interceptor (GFCI) to reduce electrical hazards.


	Do not force a tool to perform at a rate other than for what it was designed. Excessive force causes operator fatigue, increased wear, and reduced control.


	Keep hands away from all cutting edges and moving parts.


	Never carry tool by its cord or unplug it by yanking cord from the outlet. Pull plug rather than cord to reduce the risk of damage.


	Keep the cord away from heat, oil, sharp objects, cutting edges, and moving parts.


	Do not overreach. Always maintain proper footing and balance. Use extra care when using tools on raised worksurfaces such as ladders, roofs, scaffolds, etc.


	Do not use a tool when you are tired, distracted, or under the influence of drugs, alcohol, marijuana or any medication that decreases control.


	Unplug tools when not in use and before changing accessories or performing recommended maintenance.


	Maintain tools. Keep handles dry, clean, and free from oil and grease. Keep cutting edges sharp and clean. Follow instructions for lubricating and changing accessories. 


	Periodically inspect tool cords and extension cords for damage.


	When power tools are not in use, store them in the proper storage cases. If equipment does not have a proper storage case, store in an on-site job box with lock, or return to storage crib at the shop.


	Report any damaged tools immediately so a replacement or repair can take place. Tag the damaged tools with "DO NOT USE".


	Maintain labels and nameplates.


