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Safe Work Practice


Fire and Fire Extinguishers


Good housekeeping is an essential component in the prevention of fires. Fires can start anywhere and at any time and may require different types of fire suppression chemicals. Therefore, it is important to know what materials are burning and the type of fire extinguisher to use in that situation.

Always keep fire extinguishers visible with easy access. To maintain peak efficiency, fire extinguishers must be properly stored and maintained. Where temperature extremes are a factor, ensure that care is taken in selecting the right extinguisher.

Although fire extinguisher use seems basic, workers should receive training in the effective use of fire extinguishing equipment. (O. Reg. 213/91, s. 52)

Extinguishers have a very short duration of discharge—usually less than 60 seconds. Be sure to aim at the base of the fire.

Fire extinguishers on a construction project must have an Underwriters’ Laboratories of Canada 4A40BC rating. This type of extinguisher can be used on Class A, B, and C fires.

Fire extinguishers must always be
	Visible

Marked
Easily accessible
Well-maintained
Refilled or replaced immediately after use.

They must be inspected for defects or deterioration once a month by a competent worker who records the date on the tag.

Types of Fires

	Class A: Wood, paper, rags, rubbish and other ordinary combustible materials.


	Recommended Extinguishers: ABC units, water from a hose, pump-type water can, pressurized extinguisher, or soda acid.


	Fighting the Fire: Soak the fire completely – even the smoking embers. 


	Class B: Flammable liquids, oil, and grease.


	Recommended Extinguishers: ABC units, dry chemical, foam, and carbon dioxide.


	Fighting the Fire: Start at the base of the fire and use a swinging motion from side to side, always keeping the fire in front of you.


	NOTE: Class K fire extinguishers can also be used for fires caused by flammable cooking liquids such as oil and grease used in commercial applications.


	Class C: Electrical equipment.


	Recommended extinguishers: Carbon dioxide and dry chemical (ABC units). NOTE: Extinguishing agent cannot be a conductor of electricity.


	Fighting the Fire: Use short bursts on the fire. When the electrical current is shut off on a Class C fire, it can become a Class A fire if materials around the electrical fire are ignited.


NOTE: A Class D fire extinguisher is required for fires involving combustible metals (e.g., magnesium, titanium, sodium, potassium) that can react violently with water, air, or other chemicals.

For further information, see the appropriate current Occupational Health & Safety Legislation.

