Rev. 04/07/20
Safe Work Practice


Rigging


Rigging looks like an easy operation that requires little skill or experience. However, many workers have lost fingers, hands or suffered more serious injuries or even death because they thought, “anybody can do that”.

Here are some dos and don’ts to remember:

	Workers must ensure that the maximum load rating of rigging components as recommended by the manufacturer are not exceeded.


	All rigging, hooks, and components will be checked for excessive wear and damage prior to use.


	One member of the crew will act as the designated signalperson and will wear the appropriate distinctive vest, armlets, etc. 


	The signalperson will review the signals to be used with the crane operator.


	The signalperson is the only one to signal for a lift and must be careful not to order a move until he has received the “all ready” signal from each member of the crew.


	Be sure you are in the clear before you give an “all ready” to the signalperson.


	Be sure your hand is clear of pinch points.


	Watch out for the roll or swing of the load. Anticipate the direction of the swing or roll and work away from it.


	Never place yourself between material, equipment, or any stationary object and the load swing.


	Stay away from stacked material that may be knocked over by a swinging load.


	Never stand under the load, and keep away from under the boom as much as possible.


	Look over the location where the load is to be set. Remove unnecessary blocks or other objects that might fly up if struck by the load.


	When lowering or setting the load, be sure your feet and all other parts of your body are out from under the load.


	Set the load down easily and slowly so that if it rolls on the blocking, it will be a slow shift that you can get away from.


	Use tag lines to control the loads.


	Damaged rigging must be clearly tagged “Out of Service”, removed from the work area, and either repaired or replaced.




For further information, see the appropriate current Occupational Health & Safety Legislation.

