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Lost-time injuries, 
occupational diseases, and 
fatalities

A “lost-time” claim occurs when a worker 
suffers a work-related injury or disease, 
which results in being off work past the day 
of incident, loss of wages/earnings, or a 
permanent disability/impairment. The Lost-
Time Injury Rate (LTIR) takes all lost-time injury 
claims, together with the number of full-time 
equivalent workers, to show how frequent 
these types of injuries are occurring. 

Industry Count
Lost-time

injuries per
100 workers

Construction 4,290 0.99

Electrical 
Utilities 159 0.35

Transportation 2,889 1.29

Top 3 incidents by industry–2020  
(accident category)

The majority of lost-time injuries in construction, 
transportation, and electrical utilities fall within 
three incident categories. 

For example, in 
2020, there were 
4,290 lost-time 
injury claims in 
construction. 
The LTIR was 
0.99 lost-time 
injuries for every 
100 full-time 
equivalent 
workers. 

An occupational disease is 
a health problem caused 
by exposure to a workplace 
health hazard. From 2015 to 
2019, a total of 184 workers 
died from an occupational 
disease. The majority of 
these fatalities occurred 
from diseases associated 
with asbestos exposures 
and include mesothelioma 
and lung cancer. 

Non-fatal occupational disease claims from 2015 to 2019

Industry Total
claims Primary diagnosis

Construction 7,538 57% associated with noise-induced hearing loss 

Electrical 
Utilities 907 34% associated with noise-induced hearing loss 

Transportation 2,824 60% associated with noise-induced hearing loss 
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Lost-time injuries, 
occupational diseases, and 
fatalities

Over the last several decades, the number of injuries, illnesses, and fatalities in construction, electrical 
utilities, and transportation have decreased substantially. However, incidents continue to occur today that 
impact workplaces and the lives of workers. 

This infographic was created to help workplaces understand some common characteristics of lost-time 
injuries, occupational diseases, and fatalities in the construction, electrical utilities, and transportation 
industries, and to help determine where prevention efforts can be focused.

IHSA’s Topics & Hazards section of the website includes resources 
that can be used by workplaces to help put measures in place to 
prevent injuries, illnesses, and fatalities in the workplace: 
ihsa.ca/topics_hazards.

For more historical injury data for construction, transportation, 
and electrical utilities, visit: ihsa.ca/statistics_research/injury_
performance.

**Data derived from WSIB EIW, Snapshot March 31, 2021.

Allowed traumatic fatalities–2020  

In 2020, 32 workers died from a 
traumatic injury. These incidents tend 
to have an immediate impact and 
include falls, highway incidents, and 
being struck by objects.    

Lost-time injury by age–2020  
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Fatal occupational disease

Resources
Fatal disease

Total occupational 
disease fatalities 

(2015-2019)

5-year average 
(2015-2019)

Construction 159 31.8

Electrical Utilities 5 1

Transportation 20 4

(2020 occupational disease fatalities are not reported, as these 
claims generally take a few years to be approved.)

Total traumatic fatalities

Construction         10
Electrical Utilities  2
Transportation     20

Total 

Lost-time injury claims–2020  

32

In March–April 
2020, when 
COVID-19 
restrictions 
began and many 
workplaces slowed 
production, there 
was a decrease 
in the number of 
lost-time injury 
claims. However, 
as work began to 
resume in May and 
June, injuries also 
increased.  

Part of a robust Occupational Health & Safety Management 
System (OHSMS) is to understand the root cause of injuries 
and illnesses, and to put measures in place to prevent their 
reoccurrence. 
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Average (median) age 
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