IHSA’s road safety
campaign on
distracted driving
IHSA’s Road Safety Solutions aims
to prevent motor vehicle incidents
in the trucking sector.
During National Trucking Week (September 6-13, 2020),
IHSA launched a new promotional campaign to enhance
the reach of IHSA’s road safety message across Ontario.
With truck drivers continuing their vital work as essential
workers during the coronavirus pandemic, and as the
General Trucking sector continues to face a high number
of fatalities, critical injuries, lost-time, and stress-related
claims, IHSA is working hard to provide education
solutions that can assist workers and employers to
prevent these incidents.

Campaigning for safety on
Ontario’s roads
Through a risk assessment initiative lead by IHSA and
the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development,
distracted driving among other drivers was identified as
the top safety concern for truck drivers in Ontario.
The core message coming out of the campaign—and
echoed throughout IHSA’s entire road safety mission—
is that distracted driving is entirely preventable, yet is
a leading cause of motor vehicle incidents, with truck
drivers being particularly affected by other distracted
drivers. The campaign focused on preventing distracted
driving through awareness and education that IHSA.ca
provides in the form of no-cost resources, including
eLearning.
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To target audiences from the highest-risk regions along
the 401 corridor to smaller communities across the
province, the campaign included radio ads on Bell Media
and CORUS Entertainment channels, CP24 television
ads, print and digital advertising, and a paid social media
campaign.
In addition, because over one fifth of transport drivers
in Ontario list their primary language as Punjabi, IHSA
developed promotional communication in Punjabi for
the first time in order to reach a growing sector of the
industry demographic. Advertisements in Punjabi aired
on multicultural radio in the GTA, as well as in Road Today
magazine.

Working together to prevent
distracted driving
Road Safety Solutions is an initiative led by IHSA in
partnership with key road safety industry partners,
with the goal of reducing the risks that all road
users face on Ontario’s roads and highways. To
reduce the risks of distracted driving, employers
and drivers need to work together to create
and implement clear policies and procedures
that are supported by effective training and
resources.

											

IHSA.ca Magazine

“Workplaces need to actively engage with their
employees to minimize distracted driving and ensure it
is a mandatory aspect of their health and safety routine,”
says Michelle Roberts, Director of Stakeholder and
Client Engagement at IHSA. “The most effective way
to eliminate the root causes of distracted driving in the
workplace is to inform, educate, and train workers.”

How IHSA can help
IHSA.ca offers a variety of free resources to employers
and workers, including road safety tips, policies, posters,
and two no-cost, on-demand eLearning courses:
Distracted Driving and Preventing Work-Related Motor
Vehicle Incidents. For more information and to access the
following resources, visit IHSA.ca/roadsafetysolutions.
Distracted Driving: This eLearning program answers
questions about what kinds of distractions exist and how
distractions can be prevented. This course can also be
offered at your workplace.
Distracted Driving Tool Kit: This is a compilation of
resources to help employers and workers understand the
hazards of distracted driving and implement safe driving
practices in their workplace. The tool kit includes links
to a distracted driving sample policy, safety talks, online
learning, a tip sheet, and poster.

Preventing Work-Related Motor Vehicle Incidents:
This eLearning program will help employers who have
employees that drive for work implement a Road Safety
Program with the goal of reducing injuries and fatalities
caused by motor vehicle incidents (MVI) and collisions.
The program will help to break down specialized road
safety practices and processes into manageable steps
that employers can implement in their workplaces.
Road Safety Solutions Tool Kit: This is a compilation of
resources to help employers build their workplace road
safety plan and includes links to sample policies, safety
talks, online learning, a tip sheet, and poster.
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